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[bookmark: _dz2l0ryfef7]Mission and Catholic Ethos
At St Anne Line Catholic Infant School, our mission is clear:
With Jesus, we love, we learn, we pray, and together we grow our school each day.
Religious Education (RE) is at the heart of everything we do. It shapes our identity, inspires our learning, and guides the spiritual formation of every child. Through our core values — Love, Learn, Pray — we nurture the faith of each child, encouraging them to grow in love of God, knowledge of the Church, and care for one another.
With our motto, En Magna Constantia, we promote perseverance in faith, learning and life — guiding children to develop resilience as they follow Christ’s example.
[bookmark: _eqhg29qytug5]Curriculum Intent
Religious Education permeates all aspects of school life at St Anne Line. We seek to provide a rich curriculum that allows children to:
· Know and love Jesus Christ more deeply;

· Grow in their understanding of the teachings and traditions of the Catholic Church;

· Participate actively and reverently in prayer, liturgy, and sacramental life;

· Develop their spirituality, moral reasoning, and empathy;

· Respect and value all people, with their diverse cultures, beliefs and experiences.

We use the RED Programme of Study to develop children’s knowledge and skills, aligned with the school’s intent for a knowledge- and skills-based curriculum. In Religious Education, we:
· Inspire Creativity with thought-provoking stimuli and meaningful learning strategies;

· Encourage Discovery of spirituality and the connection between personal beliefs and Catholic teaching;

· Foster Curiosity by inviting deep questioning and respectful dialogue;

· Promote Independence through a child-led approach to exploring values and beliefs;

· Instil Resilience by challenging children to explore complex ideas and form their own faith-informed responses;

· Cultivate Respect by affirming the dignity of all faiths, cultures and communities.

[bookmark: _u448rkdubsr]National and Diocesan Frameworks
We follow the Religious Education Curriculum Directory for Catholic Schools (2023): To Know You More Clearly. Its aims are:
1. To engage pupils in the systematic study of God, Jesus Christ, Church teaching and life in faith;

2. To deepen theological understanding and communicate it effectively;

3. To present moral and social teaching in a way that shapes life choices;

4. To understand the world’s religions and promote respectful dialogue;

5. To connect faith with life, culture, and other areas of learning;

6. To inspire personal meaning through imagination and truth;

7. To relate knowledge in RE to other curriculum areas.

From September 2024, we fully implement the RED Programme of Study, which offers an engaging, structured and reflective RE curriculum for Catholic primary education.
[bookmark: _vus1u67ckeau]
[bookmark: _qxvlxpvfajwt]Implementation
The RED Programme of Study (Religious Education Directory, 2023) outlines a rich and systematic approach to teaching Religious Education in Catholic schools. It is built on the mission:
"To know you more clearly, love you more dearly, and follow you more nearly." – inspired by the prayer of St Richard of Chichester.
[bookmark: _8q58jqfaqfsm]At the heart of the RED are six Interconnected Branches of learning.
[bookmark: _3ghru673oylp]The Six Branches of the RED Curriculum
(Religious Education Directory: To Know You More Clearly, 2023)
The RED Programme of Study is structured around six theological “branches” of learning. These are not taught as isolated topics but are interwoven across the three overarching curriculum themes and progressively deepened through each key stage. Together, they provide a holistic formation in faith, knowledge, understanding and Christian living.
[bookmark: _b01oixainlxx]1. Creation & Covenant
This branch introduces children to the story of God’s creation and the special relationship between God and humanity. It explores the idea that we are made in the image of God and that God calls us into a loving and lasting covenant. Children learn about biblical figures such as Noah, Abraham and Moses, and the promises made between God and his people. This forms the foundation for understanding God's faithfulness and our response in faith.
[bookmark: _jbwwef4etu0t]2. Prophecy & Promise
Here, children begin to explore the role of the prophets in the Old Testament — people chosen by God to speak truth, bring hope, and call people to justice and faithfulness. This branch reveals how these prophetic voices pointed towards the coming of the Messiah, Jesus Christ, and shows how God's promises were fulfilled in Him. It supports children in recognising God’s unfolding plan of salvation.
[bookmark: _7pbf3fh9m08m]3. Galilee to Jerusalem
This branch centres on the life, ministry, and teachings of Jesus, from his early ministry in Galilee to his passion, death and resurrection in Jerusalem. Children are introduced to Jesus as the Son of God, the teacher, the healer, and the one who shows us how to live. It invites them to begin reflecting on how they can follow Jesus and live as his disciples today.
[bookmark: _m18t3xguki2h]4. Desert to Garden
This branch explores the Paschal Mystery — Jesus’ death, resurrection, and the gift of new life through the Holy Spirit. It reflects on themes of transformation, hope, and renewal, using biblical imagery such as desert and garden. Children learn how Easter is the centre of the Christian story and how it gave birth to the Church — a new people of God called to live in love and service.
[bookmark: _dbidxrfumyyx]5. To the Ends of the Earth
This branch considers the mission of the Church after Pentecost and how the Good News of Jesus continues to be spread throughout the world. Children are encouraged to see themselves as part of a global Catholic Church and called to live out the Gospel through words, actions and witness. It promotes a sense of mission, justice and Catholic social teaching, appropriate to the child's stage of understanding.
[bookmark: _ku0gzwhvbzif]6. Dialogue & Encounter
This branch fosters respectful dialogue with people of other faiths and worldviews. It encourages children to learn about religious diversity and to appreciate the richness of other traditions, while deepening their own understanding of the Catholic faith. At its heart is the message that we are all created in the image of God, and are called to build relationships marked by love, understanding and peace.
[bookmark: _ptzeaso9f52v]Purpose of the Branches
These six branches help children to:
· Grow in their knowledge of God’s story and the Church’s teachings

· Understand how faith relates to life and the world

· Develop a personal relationship with Christ

· Live out the values of the Gospel in love, prayer and service

· Engage with a diverse world in a spirit of respect and encounter
RE as a Core Subject
Religious Education is taught with the same rigour as English and Maths. 10% of weekly curriculum time is allocated to RE, supported by strong subject leadership and Diocesan guidance.  This equates to 2.5 hours of taught RE per week for children in Reception to Year 2, and 1.5 hours for our Nursery pupils.
[bookmark: _ronfqda8iw78]Learning and Teaching
We plan RE lessons with creativity and rigour, including:
· Use of scripture and Gospel stories

· Drama, art, song, and reflective writing

· Philosophical discussion and child-led questioning

· Cross-curricular links where appropriate

[bookmark: _5xeqh18dr5ql]Prayer and Worship
Prayer is central to school life and worship takes place daily. This includes:
· Whole school, class and key stage liturgies

· Celebration of Mass and the liturgical year

· Spontaneous and personal prayer

· “Stay and Pray” family sessions

· Class-led worship and reflection

Each classroom has a dedicated prayer space, including a Bible, candle, crucifix, rosary beads, and seasonal items such as Advent wreaths or Easter gardens. These are sacred spaces for stillness, wonder, and connection with God.

[bookmark: _a1qxfoaxea6v]Parish and Community Links
We work closely with Our Lady and All Saints Parish and Holy Trinity Church, with support from our parish priests, who:
· Visit the school for worship, learning and informal time with children;

· Lead liturgies and guide sacramental understanding;

· Help our children feel part of the wider Catholic family.

We nurture strong links with parents and carers, who are the first educators of faith. We invite families to participate in:
· Masses and assemblies

· Stay and Pray

· Sending home Advent and Lent prayer bags for shared worship

[bookmark: _peoeupyorin3]Celebrating Our Catholic Identity
We celebrate our diverse and faithful community through the House Saints system, with each child belonging to one of four houses:
· Saint Bernadette

· Saint John Paul II

· Saint Martin de Porres

· Saint Alphonsa

These Saints were chosen to reflect the global Church and the cultural richness of our families. We celebrate feast days, learning about each Saint’s life and legacy through prayer, song and service.

[bookmark: _8ryb7s9xkh9j]Inclusion and SEND
Religious Education is inclusive and accessible to all. Teaching is adapted so that children with SEND and those from other faith backgrounds feel welcomed, valued, and able to engage meaningfully in every lesson.
[bookmark: _628zgj8royr]Impact
By the time children leave St Anne Line Infant School, they will:
· Know and love Jesus personally and confidently

· Understand and live out the Gospel values in their relationships

· Participate meaningfully in Catholic worship and prayer

· Be curious, creative, and resilient in their spiritual learning

· Show respect and empathy for all people, cultures and faiths

· Be lifelong learners, rooted in love and guided by their Catholic faith

In line with our motto — En Magna Constantia — they will persevere in faith and learning, carrying Christ’s love with them into the world.
[bookmark: _b10to484cor5]Assessment 
Assessment in Religious Education within the RED Programme of Study is not simply about measuring knowledge, but about deepening understanding, forming character, and nurturing a lived faith.
To support this holistic view of assessment, the RED uses three key lenses through which pupils’ learning is developed and assessed. The Lenses are: Understand · Discern · Respond:
[bookmark: _uqouu8jpedrg]Understand
“What do I know and understand about the faith?”
This lens focuses on pupils’ religious knowledge and understanding. It includes:
· Key Scripture stories and their meaning

· Church teachings and the Sacraments

· Vocabulary and theological concepts

· Historical and cultural contexts of faith

Assessment Examples:
· Can the child explain who Jesus is and why He is important?

· Can they recall key events from Bible stories?

· Do they understand the meaning behind symbols, prayers or celebrations?

This is most closely aligned with the ‘Knowledge and Skills’ development in your curriculum intent.

[bookmark: _60j0a2d383ht]Discern
“How do I recognise God’s presence and action in the world and in my life?”
This lens encourages pupils to reflect deeply and spiritually on what they are learning. It’s about:
· Developing moral awareness and empathy

· Connecting Scripture and Church teaching to real life

· Exploring “big questions” about meaning, belonging, and purpose

· Engaging with their own thoughts and beliefs

Assessment Examples:
· Can the child explain how Jesus’ teaching influences how we treat others?

· Can they reflect on a Bible story and how it might relate to their own life?

· Do they show sensitivity to the feelings and beliefs of others?

This supports spiritual, moral and personal growth, helping children form conscience and compassion.

[bookmark: _x8vuu0jnazci]Respond
“How does this learning shape the way I live and act?”
This lens focuses on how children apply their faith in daily life. It’s about:
· Living the values of the Gospel — love, forgiveness, justice, peace

· Participating actively in prayer and liturgy

· Showing care, kindness and responsibility

· Expressing personal beliefs through action, prayer, and service

Assessment Examples:
· Does the child choose to help others or say sorry when needed?

· Do they join in prayer with reverence and understanding?

· Can they express their learning creatively — in art, writing or role-play?

Monitoring
Monitoring includes:
· Observation of teaching

· Learning walks and book looks

· Pupil voice

· Feedback and moderation, including externally validated moderation through the CSI

Parents receive feedback on their child’s progress in RE through annual reports and informal dialogue throughout the year.

[bookmark: _1gvt3zz6bwd7]Safeguarding and Confidentiality
All staff follow our Safeguarding and Child Protection policies. Sensitive issues are handled with discretion, and children are always reminded that safeguarding concerns must be shared with trusted adults.  We view our Safeguarding and Child Protection policy.
[bookmark: _ka7fn1jq3wwj]Equality and Inclusion
We believe every child is uniquely created by God. Our curriculum promotes respect, tolerance, and justice for all. Lessons are adapted to ensure full access for children with SEND and EAL, and are delivered in line with Catholic principles of human dignity.  Please view our Equality and Inclusion policy.
[bookmark: _eptlqdy4owpo]Review Cycle
This policy will be reviewed every two years or sooner if curriculum developments arise.
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