
 

 
Vocabulary Progression 

Nursery – Year 2 

Rationale 

Vocabulary is the gateway to learning. Research demonstrates that a rich vocabulary improves reading comprehension, writing, 
communication and academic success across the curriculum. 

This progression document is based upon Beck, McKeown and Kucan's Three-Tier Model of Vocabulary: 

Tier 1 Vocabulary 

Everyday words children encounter regularly 
through conversation and play. 

Tier 2 Vocabulary 

High-utility academic language that can be 
transferred across subjects. 

Tier 3 Vocabulary 

Subject-specific technical vocabulary that 
children need to access curriculum content. 

Examples: 

●​ happy 
●​ big 
●​ house 
●​ colour 
●​ road 
●​ animal 

Examples: 

●​ compare 
●​ observe 
●​ explain 
●​ identify 
●​ describe 
●​ sequence 
●​ evaluate 

Examples: 

●​ habitat 
●​ continent 
●​ algorithm 
●​ monarch 
●​ texture 
●​ fraction 

 

 

 



 

EYFS 

In the Early Years, the focus is on developing a strong foundation of Tier 1 vocabulary. Through high-quality interactions, stories, songs, 
role play and continuous provision, children are exposed to and encouraged to use everyday language relating to their immediate 
experiences, such as family, emotions, routines, play and the world around them. 

For EAL learners, practitioners make language comprehensible through the use of visuals, gestures, modelling, repetition and real-life 
experiences. Home languages are valued and celebrated, helping children make connections between their existing knowledge and new 
English vocabulary. 

Alongside Tier 1 vocabulary, children are gradually introduced to carefully selected Tier 2 words through high-quality texts and 
sustained shared thinking. These words are explicitly taught, revisited and embedded within different contexts. 

Year 1 and Year 2 

As pupils progress through Key Stage 1, there is an increasing emphasis on the explicit teaching of Tier 2 vocabulary. These high-utility 
words, such as predict, compare, explain, discover and observe, are taught across subjects to enable pupils to access classroom talk, 
texts and learning tasks. 

Subject-specific Tier 3 vocabulary is also introduced systematically. In science, pupils learn words such as habitat and materials; in 
geography, continent and human features; and in mathematics, terms such as partition, equal and digit. Vocabulary is carefully 
planned, pre-taught where necessary and revisited frequently to support retention. 

Vocabulary Across the Curriculum 

Throughout Nursery to Year 2, vocabulary instruction is woven into all curriculum areas. Teachers identify key vocabulary for each unit of 
learning and provide multiple opportunities for pupils to hear, discuss, practise and apply new words. 

Strategies used include: 

●​ Explicit vocabulary instruction before, during and after learning. 
●​ Visual supports, images and concrete resources. 
●​ Repetition and retrieval opportunities. 



 

●​ Sentence stems and structured talk. 
●​ Partner discussions and oral rehearsal. 
●​ High-quality storybooks and rich texts. 
●​ Modelling of academic language by adults. 
●​ Opportunities to use new vocabulary in meaningful contexts. 

Vocabulary is deliberately planned so that pupils: 

●​ Encounter words repeatedly. 
●​ Use vocabulary orally before applying it independently. 
●​ Revisit vocabulary across subjects and year groups. 
●​ Develop increasing precision and sophistication in language. 

Impact on EAL Learners 

This tiered approach supports all learners as well as EAL learners by bridging the gap between social and academic language. It enables 
pupils to build vocabulary systematically, develop confidence in speaking and listening, access increasingly complex texts and 
participate fully in classroom learning. 

By ensuring vocabulary is explicitly taught, repeatedly revisited and carefully sequenced from Nursery to Year 2, we help all pupils, 
regardless of their starting point in English, to develop the language needed to thrive across the curriculum. 

Key: 

🟢 Tier 1 (Everyday vocabulary) – words children are likely to encounter in everyday conversation or already know through play and 
experience. 

🟠 Tier 2 (High-utility academic vocabulary) – words used across multiple subjects that help children describe, compare and explain. 

🔴 Tier 3 (Subject-specific vocabulary) – specialist art vocabulary linked directly to the curriculum content. 

 



 

Art and Design 

Nursery Reception 

Autumn Spring Summer 

Children use simple descriptive language linked to making and exploring, such as 
colour, shape, line, paint, draw, model, cut, stick, pattern, texture. They talk about what 

they have created and begin to describe materials. 

🟢 Tier 1 (Everyday 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Story 
●​ Character 
●​ Create 
●​ Paper 
●​ Glue 
●​ Scissors 
●​ Cut 
●​ Shape 
●​ Mix 
●​ Autumn 

🟠 Tier 2 (Academic 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Layer 

🔴 Tier 3 (Art-Specific 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Collage 
●​ Primary colours 

 
 

🟢 Tier 1 (Everyday 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Darker 
●​ Lighter 
●​ Winter 
●​ Spring 
●​ Blossom 

🟠 Tier 2 (Academic 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Detail 
●​ Observe 
●​ Pattern 
●​ Repeat 

🔴 Tier 3 (Art-Specific 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Outline 
●​ Shade 
●​ Pastel 

 
 
 

🟢 Tier 1 (Everyday 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Object 
●​ Shadow 
●​ Confident 

🟠 Tier 2 (Academic 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Proportion 
●​ Vibrant 
●​ Accurate 
●​ Precise 

🔴 Tier 3 (Art-Specific 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Still life 
●​ Landscape 

 
 

Year 1 Year 2 

Autumn Spring Summer Autumn Spring Summer 

Painting - Creation:  
 

Sculpture/3D craft and 
design - mapping it 

Sculpture - Clay 
houses: 

Painting - Landscapes 
 

Drawing - telling a story 
 

Sculpture - paper play - Flight 
 



 

Tier 1 (Everyday Vocabulary) 

●​ Blend 
●​ Mix 
●​ Shape 
●​ Thick 

🟠 Tier 2 (Academic Vocabulary) 

●​ Pattern 
●​ Space 

🔴 Tier 3 (Art-Specific Vocabulary) 

●​ Hue 
●​ Kaleidoscope 
●​ Primary colour 
●​ Print 
●​ Secondary colour 
●​ Shade 
●​ Texture 

 

out: 

🟢 Tier 1 (Everyday 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Design 
●​ Shape 
●​ Imaginary 

🟠 Tier 2 (Academic 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Composition 
●​ Evaluate 
●​ Inspired 
●​ Landmarks 
●​ Overlap 
●​ Pattern 

🔴 Tier 3 (Art-Specific 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Abstract 
●​ Curator 
●​ Design brief 
●​ Felt 
●​ Fibre 
●​ Gallery 
●​ Mosaic 
●​ Stained glass 
●​ Texture 
●​ Viewfinder 

 
 

 

🟢 Tier 1 (Everyday 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Cut 
●​ Join 
●​ Roll 
●​ Shape 
●​ Smooth 

🟠 Tier 2 (Academic 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Detail 
●​ Surface 
●​ Three 

dimensional 
●​ Negative 

space 

🔴 Tier 3 (Art-Specific 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Casting 
●​ Ceramic 
●​ Flatten 
●​ Glaze 
●​ Impressing 
●​ In relief 
●​ Pinch pot 
●​ Plaster 
●​ Score 
●​ Sculptor 
●​ Sculpture 

 

🟢 Tier 1 (Everyday 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Shape 
●​ Dark 
●​ Light 
●​ Imagination 

🟠 Tier 2 (Academic 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Pattern 
●​ Observational 

drawing 
●​ Experimental 

drawing 

🔴 Tier 3 (Art-Specific 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Line 
●​ Texture 
●​ Primary colours 
●​ Secondary colours 
●​ 2D 
●​ 3D 
●​ Landscape 

 
 

🟢 Tier 1 (Everyday 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Emoji 
●​ Emotion 
●​ Re-tell 
●​ Thick 
●​ Thin 

🟠 Tier 2 (Academic 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Blending 
●​ Expression 
●​ Illustrations 
●​ Lines 
●​ Sketch 

🔴 Tier 3 (Art-Specific 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Charcoal 
●​ Concertina 
●​ Cross hatching 
●​ Frame 
●​ Hatching 
●​ Illustrator 
●​ Mark-making 
●​ Scribbling 
●​ Stippling 
●​ Storyboard 
●​ Texture 

 

🟢 Tier 1 (Everyday 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Imagine 
●​ Curve 
●​ Loop 
●​ Tube 
●​ Zig-zag 

🟠 Tier 2 (Academic 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Artist 
●​ Overlap 
●​ Three-dimensional 

(3D) 

🔴 Tier 3 (Art-Specific 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Carving 
●​ Concertina 
●​ Cylinder 
●​ Mosaic 
●​ Sculpture 
●​ Spiral 

 
Printing - (short unit) 

🟢 Tier 1 (Everyday 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Block 
●​ Pattern 
●​ Load 

🟠 Tier 2 (Academic 
Vocabulary) 



 

●​ Repeating 
●​ Surface 
●​ Relief 

🔴 Tier 3 (Art-Specific 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Poly print tiles 
●​ Rubbings 
●​ Monoprint 

 
 

Design and Technology 

Nursery Reception 

Autumn Spring Summer 

Children use simple descriptive language linked to building and making, such as: 
build, join, stack, balance, fix, push, pull, connect, cut, stick, tape, glue, shape, strong, 

soft, hard. 
 

🟢 Tier 1 (Everyday 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Build 
●​ Join 
●​ Paper 
●​ Glue 
●​ Tape 
●​ Scissors 
●​ Cut 

🟠 Tier 2 (Academic 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Design 
●​ Plan 
●​ Balance 
●​ Attach 

🔴 Tier 3 (Design and 

🟢 Tier 1 (Everyday 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Lift 
●​ Strong 
●​ Control 

🟠 Tier 2 (Academic 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Large-scale 
●​ Stable 
●​ Connect 
●​ Support 
●​ Rotate 
●​ Secure 
●​ Precise 
●​ Outline 

🔴 Tier 3 (Design and 

🟢 Tier 1 (Everyday 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Fold 
●​ Edge 
●​ Corner 
●​ Finish 

🟠 Tier 2 (Academic 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Crease 
●​ Symmetry 
●​ Accurate 
●​ Strengthen 

🔴 Tier 3 (Design and 
Technology-Specific 
Vocabulary) 



 

Technology-Specific 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Construct 
●​ Structure 
●​ Snip 

Technology-Specific 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Split pin 
●​ Pivot 
●​ Moving part 

●​ 3D 
●​ Model 
●​ Structure 
●​ Slot 
●​ Tab 

 

Year 1 Year 2 

Autumn Spring Summer Autumn Spring Summer 

Autumn 2 - Levers 
 

🟢 Tier 1 (Everyday 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Design 
●​ Test 

🟠 Tier 2 (Academic 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Adapt 
●​ Input 
●​ Model 

🔴 Tier 3 (Design and 
Technology-Specific 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Sliders 
●​ Mechanism 
●​ Design criteria 
●​ Template 
●​ Assemble 

 

Spring 2 - Smoothies 
 

🟢 Tier 1 (Everyday 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Blend 
●​ Cut 
●​ Fork 
●​ Fruit 
●​ Juice 
●​ Leaf 
●​ Plant 
●​ Root 
●​ Seed 
●​ Stem 
●​ Taste 
●​ Tree 
●​ Vegetable 

🟠 Tier 2 (Academic 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Compare 
●​ Design 
●​ Evaluate 
●​ Healthy 
●​ Select 
●​ Flavour 

Summer 2 - Puppets 
 

🟢 Tier 1 (Everyday 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Decorate 
●​ Design 
●​ Fabric 
●​ Glue 

🟠 Tier 2 (Academic 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Model 
●​ Template 

🔴 Tier 3 (Design and 
Technology-Specific 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Hand puppet 
●​ Safety pin 
●​ Staple 
●​ Stencil 

 

Autumn 2 - Balanced Diet 
 

🟢 Tier 1 (Everyday 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Blend 
●​ Mix 
●​ Fruit 
●​ Vegetables 
●​ Cut 
●​ Chop 
●​ Scissors 
●​ Spread 
●​ Peel 
●​ Wash 
●​ Feel 
●​ Smell 
●​ Taste 

🟠 Tier 2 (Academic 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Balanced diet 
●​ Design 
●​ Design brief 
●​ Design criteria 
●​ Flavour 
●​ Ingredients 

Spring 1 - Structures 
 

🟢 Tier 1 (Everyday 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Fold 
●​ Roll 
●​ Natural 
●​ Shape 
●​ Triangle 
●​ Strong 
●​ Base 

🟠 Tier 2 (Academic 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Design criteria 
●​ Support 
●​ Properties 
●​ Improve 
●​ Stable 
●​ Evaluate 
●​ Strength 
●​ Test 
●​ Wobble 
●​ Stiff 

🔴 Tier 3 (Design and 

Summer 2 - Pouches 
 

🟢 Tier 1 (Everyday 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Decorate 
●​ Knot 
●​ Thread 

🟠 Tier 2 (Academic 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Template 

🔴 Tier 3 (Design and 
Technology-Specific 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Fabric 
●​ Fabric glue 
●​ Needle 
●​ Needle threader 
●​ Running stitch 
●​ Sew 

 



 

●​ Ingredients 

🔴 Tier 3 (Design and 
Technology-Specific 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Blender 
●​ Chopping board 
●​ Juicer 
●​ Recipe 
●​ Smoothie 
●​ Table knife 
●​ Vine 

 

●​ Appearance 
●​ Evaluate 
●​ Review 

🔴 Tier 3 (Design and 
Technology-Specific 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Grate 
●​ The Bridge 
●​ The Claw 
●​ Carbohydrates 
●​ Dairy 
●​ Oils 
●​ Proteins 
●​ Menu 
●​ Chopping board 
●​ Grater 
●​ Snip 
●​ Table knife 

 

Technology-Specific 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Man-made 
●​ Bridge 
●​ Structure 

 

 
 

Geography 

Nursery Reception 

Autumn Spring Summer 

Children use simple locational language such as home, school, near, far, map, road, 
town, weather, hot, cold. 

🟢 Tier 1 (Everyday 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Same 
●​ Different 
●​ Near 
●​ Far 
●​ Live 
●​ Town 

🟢 Tier 1 (Everyday 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Road 
●​ View 
●​ Building 
●​ Safe 

🟠 Tier 2 (Academic 

🟢 Tier 1 (Everyday Vocabulary) 

●​ World 
●​ Weather 
●​ Similar 
●​ Different 
●​ Language 
●​ Journey 



 

●​ England 

🟠 Tier 2 (Academic 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Similar 
●​ Community 
●​ Local 
●​ Culture 
●​ Tradition 

🔴 Tier 3 
(Geography-Specific 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Map 
●​ Country 
●​ Basildon 

 

Vocabulary) 

●​ Information 
●​ Explore 
●​ Above 
●​ Route 

🔴 Tier 3 
(Geography-Specific 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Address 
●​ Aerial 
●​ Map 
●​ Internet 

 

🟠 Tier 2 (Academic Vocabulary) 

●​ Compare 
●​ Culture 
●​ Climate 
●​ Transport 

🔴 Tier 3 (Geography-Specific 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Globe 
●​ Continent 
●​ Ocean 
●​ Country 

 

Year 1 Year 2 

Autumn Spring Summer Autumn Spring Summer 

🟢 Tier 1 (Everyday Vocabulary) 

●​ Hill 
●​ River 
●​ Sea 
●​ City 
●​ Town 
●​ Village 
●​ Farm 

🟠 Tier 2 (Academic 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Features 
●​ Improve 

🟢 Tier 1 (Everyday 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Town 
●​ Countryside 
●​ England 

🟠 Tier 2 (Academic 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Urban 
●​ Rural 

🔴 Tier 3 
(Geography-Specific 

🟢 Tier 1 (Everyday 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Weather 
●​ Sun 
●​ Rain 
●​ Snow 
●​ Wind 
●​ Autumn 
●​ Winter 
●​ Spring 
●​ Summer 

🟠 Tier 2 (Academic 

🟢 Tier 1 (Everyday 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Town 
●​ City 
●​ Beach 
●​ River 
●​ Travel 
●​ Similarities 
●​ Differences 

🟠 Tier 2 (Academic 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Landmark 

🟢 Tier 1 (Everyday 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Country 
●​ Map 
●​ Ocean 
●​ Weather 
●​ Desert 
●​ Temperature 

🟠 Tier 2 (Academic 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Locate 
●​ Landmark 

🟢 Tier 1 (Everyday Vocabulary) 

●​ Sea 
●​ Ocean 
●​ Data 

🟠 Tier 2 (Academic Vocabulary) 

●​ Climate 
●​ Compass points 

🔴 Tier 3 (Geography-Specific 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Continent 



 

●​ Location 
●​ Directional language 

🔴 Tier 3 (Geography-Specific 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Aerial photograph 
●​ Aerial view 
●​ Forest 
●​ Mountain 
●​ Factory 
●​ Map 
●​ Symbol 

 
 

 

Vocabulary) 

●​ United 
Kingdom 

●​ Northern 
Ireland 

●​ Scotland 
●​ Wales 
●​ The North Sea 
●​ The English 

Channel 
●​ The Irish Sea 
●​ The North 

Atlantic Ocean 

 

Vocabulary) 

●​ Seasons 
●​ Temperature 
●​ Compare 
●​ Affect 
●​ Dangerous 
●​ Protect 

🔴 Tier 3 
(Geography-Specific 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Thermometer 
●​ Forecast 
●​ Symbols 
●​ Thunder 
●​ Flooding 
●​ Drought 
●​ Blizzard 
●​ Heatwave 

 
 

●​ Compass 
●​ Transport 
●​ Coast 

🔴 Tier 3 
(Geography-Specific 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Human feature 
●​ Physical feature 
●​ Harbour 
●​ Cliffs 
●​ Symbols 
●​ Pier 
●​ Thames Estuary 

 

●​ Climate 
●​ Compass 
●​ Vegetation 

🔴 Tier 3 
(Geography-Specific 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Human feature 
●​ Physical feature 
●​ Aerial photograph 
●​ North Pole 
●​ South Pole 
●​ Arid 
●​ Savannah 
●​ Grasslands 
●​ Rainforest 
●​ Tropical 
●​ Polar 
●​ Equator 
●​ Temperate/Mild 
●​ Rain gauge 
●​ Thermometer 

 

●​ Northern Hemisphere 
●​ Southern Hemisphere 
●​ Equator 
●​ The United Kingdom 
●​ Physical feature 
●​ Human feature 

 

 
 

History 

Nursery Reception 

Autumn Spring Summer 

Children use early time vocabulary such as past, now, before, after, old, new, family, baby, 
grown up. 🟢 Tier 1 (Everyday 

Vocabulary) 

●​ Baby 

●​ Grow 

🟢 Tier 1 (Everyday 

Vocabulary) 

●​ Help 

●​ Kind 

🟢 Tier 1 (Everyday 

Vocabulary) 

●​ Yesterday 

●​ Today 



 

●​ Change 

●​ Before 

●​ Now 

●​ Story 

●​ Christmas 

●​ Brave 

🟠 Tier 2 (Academic 

Vocabulary) 

●​ Remember 

●​ Celebration 

🔴 Tier 3 (History-Specific 

Vocabulary) 

●​ Past 

●​ Present 

●​ Long ago 

●​ Remembrance 

●​ Poppy 

 

●​ Brave 

●​ Today 

●​ Now 

●​ Before 

●​ After 

●​ First 

●​ Next 

●​ Then 

●​ Routine 

🟠 Tier 2 (Academic 

Vocabulary) 

●​ Community 

●​ Timetable 

🔴 Tier 3 (History-Specific 

Vocabulary) 

●​ Hero 

 

 

●​ Tomorrow 

●​ Before 

●​ After 

●​ Year 

●​ Change 

●​ Grow 

●​ Learn 

●​ Move 

🟠 Tier 2 (Academic 

Vocabulary) 

●​ Remember 

●​ Next year 

🔴 Tier 3 

(History-Specific 

Vocabulary) 

●​ Past 

●​ Present 

●​ Future 

Year 1 Year 2 

Autumn Spring Summer Autumn Spring Summer 

🟢 Tier 1 (Everyday 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Future 
●​ Past 

🟠 Tier 2 (Academic 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Compare 

🟢 Tier 1 (Everyday 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Escape 
●​ Spread 
●​ Diary 

🟠 Tier 2 (Academic 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Cause 

🟢 Tier 1 (Everyday 
Vocabulary) 

●​ King 
●​ Crown 
●​ Fire 
●​ Rule 

🟠 Tier 2 (Academic 
Vocabulary) 

🟢 Tier 1 (Everyday 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Different 
●​ Past 
●​ Present 

🟠 Tier 2 (Academic 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Compare 

🟢 Tier 1 (Everyday 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Sink 
●​ Source 

🟠 Tier 2 (Academic 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Disaster 
●​ Collision 

🟢 Tier 1 (Everyday 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Past 
●​ Present 
●​ Flight 

🟠 Tier 2 (Academic 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Evidence 



 

●​ Specific year 

🔴 Tier 3 (History-Specific 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Living memory 
●​ Beyond living 

memory 
●​ Decade 
●​ Artefact 

        

●​ Consequence 
●​ Source of evidence 

🔴 Tier 3 (History-Specific 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Samuel Pepys 
●​ King Charles II 
●​ Plague 

  

●​ Battle 
●​ Conquer 
●​ Reign 
●​ Past 
●​ Present 

🔴 Tier 3 (History-Specific 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Motte and Bailey 
●​ Keep 
●​ Moat 
●​ Palisade 
●​ Drawbridge 
●​ Domesday Book 
●​ Wattle and daub 
●​ Monarch 
●​ Castle 
●​ Parliament 

 

●​ Important 
●​ Similar 
●​ Source 
●​ Date 
●​ Preferred 

🔴 Tier 3 (History-Specific 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Beyond living 
memory 

●​ Living memory 
●​ Decade 
●​ Evidence 
●​ Modern 
●​ Timeline 

 
 

●​ Evidence 
●​ Timeline 

🔴 Tier 3 (History-Specific 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Titanic 
●​ Iceberg 
●​ Southampton 
●​ New York 
●​ Unsinkable 
●​ Atlantic 
●​ Aboard 
●​ 1st Class Passengers 
●​ 2nd Class 

Passengers 
●​ 3rd Class Passengers 
●​ Living Memory 
●​ Beyond Living 

Memory 

 
 

●​ Historic 
●​ Source 
●​ Inventor 

🔴 Tier 3 
(History-Specific 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Beyond living 
memory 

●​ Living memory 
●​ Decade 
●​ Eyewitness 
●​ Historically 

significant 
●​ Primary source 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Maths 

 Number & 
Place Value 

Calculating Fractions Measurement Geometry  
Naming & 
Properties 

Geometry 
Position & 
Direction 

Statistics Algebra 

EYFS 
 🟢 Tier 1 

(Everyday 
Vocabulary) 

●​ More 
●​ Less 

🟢 Tier 1 
(Everyday 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Add 
●​ Plus 

🟢 Tier 1 
(Everyday 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Half 
●​ Whole 

🟢 Tier 1 
(Everyday 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Wide 
●​ Narrow 

🟢 Tier 1 
(Everyday 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Quick 
●​ Quicker 

🟢 Tier 1 
(Everyday 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Circle 
●​ Square 

🟢 Tier 1 
(Everyday 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Over 
●​ Under 

  



 

●​ Fewer 
●​ More 

than 
●​ Less 

than 
●​ Fewer 

than 

🟠 Tier 2 
(Academic 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Count 
●​ Compa

re 
●​ Order 
●​ Forwar

ds 
●​ Backw

ards 
●​ Equal 

to 

🔴 Tier 3 
(Mathematic
s-Specific 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Subitise 
●​ Numeral 
●​ Digit 

 

●​ Altoget
her 

●​ Part 
●​ Whole 
●​ Double 
●​ Half 
●​ Twice 
●​ Share 
●​ Group 

🟠 Tier 2 
(Academic 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Equal 
●​ Unequal 

🔴 Tier 3 
(Mathematic
s-Specific 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Sum 
●​ Subtrac

t 
●​ Numbe

r bonds 
●​ Odd 
●​ Even 

 

●​ Part 

🟠 Tier 2 
(Academic 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Equal 

 
 

●​ Long 
●​ Longer 
●​ Longest 
●​ Short 
●​ Shorter 
●​ Shortest 
●​ Heavy 
●​ Heavier 
●​ Heaviest 
●​ Light 
●​ Lighter 
●​ Lightest 
●​ Full 
●​ Empty 
●​ Big 
●​ Bigger 
●​ Biggest 
●​ Small 
●​ Smaller 
●​ Smallest 
●​ More than 
●​ Less than 
●​ Half (half 

full/empty
) 

🟠 Tier 2 
(Academic 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Compare 
●​ Than 

🔴 Tier 3 
(Mathematics-S
pecific 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Measure 
●​ Length 
●​ Height 
●​ Mass 

●​ Quickest 
●​ Slow 
●​ Slower 
●​ Slowest 
●​ Before 
●​ After 
●​ First 
●​ Next 
●​ Then 
●​ Today 
●​ Yesterday 
●​ Tomorrow 
●​ Morning 
●​ Afternoon 
●​ Evening 
●​ Day 
●​ Week 

🟠 Tier 2 
(Academic 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Earlier 
●​ Later 

🔴 Tier 3 
(Mathematics-S
pecific 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Time 
●​ Minute(s) 
●​ Hour 

 

●​ Rectangle 
●​ Triangle 
●​ Curved 
●​ Straight 
●​ Flat 

🟠 Tier 2 
(Academic 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Describe 

🔴 Tier 3 
(Mathematics-Spe
cific Vocabulary) 

●​ Dimension 
(2D/3D) 

●​ Cuboid 
●​ Cube 
●​ Cone 
●​ Sphere 
●​ Pyramid 

 
 

●​ Between 
●​ Around 
●​ Through 
●​ On 
●​ Into 
●​ Next to 
●​ Behind 
●​ Beneath 
●​ On top of 

🟠 Tier 2 
(Academic 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Order 
●​ Repeat 
●​ Pattern 

 



 

●​ Capacity 

 

Year 1 
🟢 Tier 1 
(Everyday 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Sort 

🟠 Tier 2 
(Academic 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Repres
ent 

🔴 Tier 3 
(Mathematic
s-Specific 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Multipl
es 

●​ Partitio
ning 

●​ Ones 
●​ Tens 

 
 

🟢 Tier 1 
(Everyday 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Problem
s 

🟠 Tier 2 
(Academic 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Differen
ce 

●​ Facts 
●​ Inverse 

🔴 Tier 3 
(Mathematic
s-Specific 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Addition 
●​ Subtract

ion 
●​ Multiplic

ation 
●​ Division 
●​ Arrays 

 

🟢 Tier 1 
(Everyday 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Quarter 
(when first 
introduce
d through 
real-life 
contexts 
such as 
money, 
time or 
sharing) 

 
 

🟢 Tier 1 
(Everyday 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Mass 
●​ Volume 
●​ Temperatur

e 

🟠 Tier 2 
(Academic 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Compare 
●​ Estimate 
●​ Order 

🔴 Tier 3 
(Mathematics-S
pecific 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Standard 
units 

●​ Centimetr
e 

●​ Metre 
●​ Gram 
●​ Kilogram 
●​ Celsius 
●​ Litres 
●​ Millilitres 

 
 
 
 

🟢 Tier 1 
(Everyday 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Days of the 
week 

●​ Months of 
the year 

●​ Month 
●​ Year 
●​ Money 
●​ Coins 
●​ Notes 
●​ Pounds 
●​ Pence 

🟠 Tier 2 
(Academic 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Chronologi
cal 

🔴 Tier 3 
(Mathematics-S
pecific 
Vocabulary) 

●​ O'clock 
●​ Half past 
●​ Hour 
●​ Second 
●​ Hand (clock 

hand) 

 

🟢 Tier 1 
(Everyday 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Sides 

🟠 Tier 2 
(Academic 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Properties 
●​ Surfaces 

🔴 Tier 3 
(Mathematics-Spe
cific Vocabulary) 

●​ Vertices 
●​ Vertex 
●​ Faces 
●​ Prism 

 

🟢 Tier 1 
(Everyday 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Turn 
●​ Whole 
●​ Half 

🟠 Tier 2 
(Academic 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Position 
●​ Direction 
●​ Movement 

🔴 Tier 3 
(Mathematics-Spe
cific Vocabulary) 

●​ Quarter 
●​ Three-quarter 
●​ Clockwise 
●​ Anti-clockwis

e 

 

 
🟢 Tier 1 
(Everyday 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Before 
●​ After 
●​ Next 
●​ First 
●​ Today 
●​ Yesterday 
●​ Tomorrow 
●​ Morning 
●​ Afternoon 
●​ Evening 

🟠 Tier 2 
(Academic 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Solve 
●​ Facts 
●​ Sequence 
●​ Events 
●​ Chronolog

ical 
●​ Order 

🔴 Tier 3 
(Mathematics-
Specific 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Represent 
number 
bonds 

  



 

Year 2 
🟠 Tier 2 
(Academic 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Estimat
e 

🔴 Tier 3 
(Mathematic
s-Specific 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Place 
value 

 
 

🟢 Tier 1 
(Everyday 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Times 

🟠 Tier 2 
(Academic 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Commut
ative 

●​ Repeate
d 
addition 

●​ Repeate
d 
subtract
ion 

🔴 Tier 3 
(Mathematic
s-Specific 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Addends 
●​ Minuend 
●​ Subtrah

end 
●​ Factor 
●​ Product 
●​ Dividend 
●​ Divisor 
●​ Quotient 

 

🟢 Tier 1 
(Everyday 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Third 

🟠 Tier 2 
(Academic 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Equivale
nt 

🔴 Tier 3 
(Mathematics-
Specific 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Fractions 
●​ Three 

quarters 
●​ Numerato

r 
●​ Denomin

ator 

 
 

🟢 Tier 1 
(Everyday 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Change 

🟠 Tier 2 
(Academic 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Value 

🔴 Tier 3 
(Mathematics-S
pecific 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Quarter 
●​ Three 

quarters 
●​ Intervals 
●​ Past/to 

 
 

 
🟠 Tier 2 
(Academic 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Regular 
●​ Irregular 
●​ Symmetry 

🔴 Tier 3 
(Mathematics-Spe
cific Vocabulary) 

●​ Quadrilateral 
●​ Pentagon 
●​ Hexagon 
●​ Heptagon 
●​ Octagon 
●​ Nonagon 
●​ Decagon 

 
 
 
 

🟠 Tier 2 
(Academic 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Sequence 

🔴 Tier 3 
(Mathematics-Spe
cific Vocabulary) 

●​ Rotation 

 

🟢 Tier 1 
(Everyday 
Vocabulary) 

●​ More 
than 

●​ Less 
than 

●​ Most 
●​ Least 
●​ Sorting 

🟠 Tier 2 
(Academic 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Compari
ng 

●​ Collectin
g 

●​ Categor
y 

🔴 Tier 3 
(Mathematic
s-Specific 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Pictogra
ms 

●​ Tally 
●​ Chart 
●​ Graph 
●​ Block 

graph 
●​ Bar 

graph 

 

🟠 Tier 2 
(Academic 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Compare 
●​ Sequence 
●​ Pattern 

🔴 Tier 3 
(Mathematics-
Specific 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Inverse 
●​ Intervals 

 

 
 



 

Science 

Nursery Reception 

Autumn Spring Summer 

Children use simple scientific vocabulary such as plant, animal, grow, change, baby, 
adult, alive, dead, hot, cold. 🟢 Tier 1 (Everyday 

Vocabulary) 

●​ Body 
●​ Shoulders 
●​ Elbows 
●​ Knees 
●​ Ankles 
●​ See 
●​ Hear 
●​ Smell 
●​ Touch 
●​ Taste 
●​ Plastic 
●​ Metal 

🟠 Tier 2 (Academic 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Material 

🔴 Tier 3 
(Science-Specific 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Senses 
●​ Magnet 

🟢 Tier 1 (Everyday 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Winter 
●​ Cold 
●​ Ice 
●​ Water 
●​ Animal 
●​ Spring 
●​ Strong 
●​ Weak 

🟠 Tier 2 (Academic 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Experiment 
●​ Shelter 

🔴 Tier 3 
(Science-Specific 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Freeze 
●​ Melt 
●​ Habitat 
●​ Float 
●​ Sink 

🟢 Tier 1 (Everyday 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Seed 
●​ Plant 
●​ Grow 
●​ Water 
●​ Flower 
●​ Summer 
●​ Ocean 

🟠 Tier 2 (Academic 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Observe 
●​ Change 
●​ Environment 

🔴 Tier 3 (Science-Specific 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Roots 
●​ Stem 
●​ Season 
●​ Sunlight 
●​ Underwater 

Year 1 Year 2 



 

Autumn Spring Summer Autumn Spring Summer 

🟢 Tier 1 (Everyday Vocabulary) 

●​ Eyes 
●​ Ears 
●​ Tongue 
●​ Skin 
●​ Nose 
●​ Tail 
●​ Wing 
●​ Claw 
●​ Beak 
●​ Eggs 
●​ Hair/Fur 

🟠 Tier 2 (Academic Vocabulary) 

●​ Senses 
●​ Common body parts 
●​ Live young 
●​ Cold-blooded 
●​ Warm-blooded 

🔴 Tier 3 (Science-Specific 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Mammals 
●​ Amphibians 
●​ Reptiles 
●​ Fish 
●​ Birds 
●​ Fin 
●​ Gills 
●​ Scales 
●​ Bones 
●​ Lungs 
●​ Spawn 
●​ Spine 
●​ Milk 
●​ Carnivore 

🟢 Tier 1 (Everyday 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Clothes 
●​ Safe 
●​ Autumn 
●​ Spring 
●​ Summer 
●​ Winter 
●​ Rain 
●​ Snow 
●​ Cloud 
●​ Sunshine 
●​ Wind 

🟠 Tier 2 (Academic 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Investigate 
●​ Properties 
●​ Career 
●​ Job 

🔴 Tier 3 (Science-Specific 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Materials 
●​ Hard 
●​ Soft 
●​ Stretchy 
●​ Stiff 
●​ Shiny 
●​ Dull 
●​ Rough 
●​ Smooth 
●​ Bendy 
●​ Waterproof 
●​ Absorbent 
●​ Opaque 

🟢 Tier 1 (Everyday 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Garden plant 
●​ Weed 

🟠 Tier 2 (Academic 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Wild plant 

🔴 Tier 3 
(Science-Specific 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Deciduous 
●​ Evergreen 

 

🟢 Tier 1 (Everyday 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Grow 
●​ Change 
●​ Baby 
●​ Adult 
●​ Food 
●​ Water 
●​ Air 
●​ Animal 
●​ Plant 
●​ Alive 
●​ Dead 
●​ Living 
●​ Non-living 

🟠 Tier 2 (Academic 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Similar 
●​ Different 
●​ Sequence 
●​ Order 
●​ Observe 
●​ Compare 
●​ Sort 
●​ Group 
●​ Needs 
●​ Shelter 
●​ Environment 
●​ Develop 
●​ Mature 
●​ Depend 
●​ Diagram 
●​ Label 
●​ Classify 

🔴 Tier 3 (Science-Specific 

🟢 Tier 1 (Everyday 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Stretch 
●​ Squash 
●​ Plastic 
●​ Metal 
●​ Wood 
●​ Fabric 
●​ Dead 
●​ Alive 
●​ Natural 

🟠 Tier 2 (Academic 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Object 
●​ Property 
●​ Properties 
●​ Suitable 
●​ Flexible 
●​ Recycle 
●​ Reuse 
●​ Reduce 
●​ Human-made 
●​ Eco-friendly 
●​ Life processes 

🔴 Tier 3 (Science-Specific 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Material 
●​ Elastic 
●​ Opaque 
●​ Transparent 
●​ Block graph 

 

🟢 Tier 1 (Everyday Vocabulary) 

●​ Seeds 
●​ Bulbs 
●​ Flower 
●​ Root 
●​ Light 
●​ Energy 

🟠 Tier 2 (Academic 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Observe 
●​ Comparative test 
●​ Growth 
●​ Magnifying glass 

🔴 Tier 3 (Science-Specific 
Vocabulary) 

●​ Germination 
●​ Life cycle 
●​ Shoot 

 



 

●​ Herbivore 
●​ Omnivore 

 

●​ Transparent 
●​ Scientist 
●​ Daylight 
●​ Temperature 
●​ Celsius 
●​ Season 
●​ Weather 
●​ Thunderstorm 
●​ Hail 

 

Vocabulary) 

●​ Life cycle 
●​ Survive 
●​ Offspring 
●​ Parent 
●​ Toddler 
●​ Child 
●​ Teenager 
●​ Elderly 
●​ Stages 
●​ Larva 
●​ Pupa 
●​ Habitat 
●​ Micro-habitat 
●​ Food chain 
●​ Growth 
●​ Movement 
●​ Senses 

 

 
 

        PSHE Vocabulary 

Year Group EYFS Year 1 Year 2 

Module 1 
 
Created and 
Loved by God 

Religious 
Understanding 🟢 Tier 1 Vocabulary (Everyday Language)​

 dark, light, daytime, night-time, sky, sea, land, plants, sun, moon, 
stars, fish, birds, animals, people, man, woman, children, earth, 
love and rest. It also includes early mathematical and sequencing 
language such as one, two, three, four, five, six and seven. 

🟠 Tier 2 Vocabulary (Academic and Transferable Language)​
 first, second, third, fourth, fifth and sixth help children describe 
sequence, order and importance. These words are transferable 
across RE, mathematics and wider curriculum learning. 

🔴 Tier 3 Vocabulary (Subject-Specific RE Vocabulary)​

🟢 Tier 1 Vocabulary (Everyday Language)​
 happy, body, mind and welcome 

🟠 Tier 2 Vocabulary (Academic and Transferable Language)​
 special, important, worthy, valuable, unique, individual and purpose  

🔴 Tier 3 Vocabulary (Subject-Specific RE Vocabulary)​
 Kingdom of Heaven, faith and spirit. 



 

 Creation, God, Adam and Eve.  

 

Me, My Body, My 
Health 

🟢 Tier 1 Vocabulary​
 Love, likes, dislikes, running, jumping, hopping, climbing, 
balancing, walking, crawling, flapping, pointing, splashing, 
waving, bending, stamping, shaking, smiling, talking, eating, 
drinking, singing, drawing, dancing, sleeping, playing, laughing, 
painting, building, hugging, kissing, body, head, hair, eyes, ears, 
mouth, shoulders, back, arm, fingers, thumb, nose, hand, elbow, 
leg, foot, knees, toes, look after, job, diet, exercise, sleep, keeping 
clean, brush teeth, flush the toilet, wash hands, brush hair. 

🟠 Tier 2 Vocabulary​
 Similar, different, same, unique, special, gifts, talents, skills, 
ready, prepared, responsibility, duty, trust, gift. 

🔴 Tier 3 Vocabulary​
 God, God's children, creation 

 

🟠 Tier 2 Vocabulary 
Unique, special, similarities, differences, individual, gifts, talents, skills.  

🟢 Tier 1 Vocabulary​
 Favourite, interests, shoulders, 
legs, arms, ears, head, physical 
appearance. 

🟠 Tier 2 Vocabulary​
 Similarities, differences, gender 
stereotypes, equal, value, worth, 
personality. 

 

🟢 Tier 1 Vocabulary​
 Favourite, interests, shoulders, legs, arms, 
ears, head, physical appearance, private. 

🟠 Tier 2 Vocabulary​
 Similarities, differences, gender 
stereotypes, equal, value, worth, 
personality. 

🔴 Tier 3 Vocabulary​
 Genitalia, scientific, penis, testicles, vulva, 
vagina, urethra 

 

🟢 Tier 1 Vocabulary​
 Care, special, good, super, clean, wash, brush, sleep, teeth, hair, body, healthy. 

🟠 Tier 2 Vocabulary​
 Balanced diet, hygiene. 

Emotional 
Well-being 

🟢 Tier 1 Vocabulary​
 Like, dislike, good, bad, special, loved, happy, share, thank you, 
rest, play, safe, needs, feelings, inside, sad, angry, cross, mad, 
frightened, worried, surprised, help, comfort, welcome, actions, 
amazing, proud, embarrassed, upset, annoyed, mean, mistakes. 

🟠 Tier 2 Vocabulary​
 Similar, different, gifts, talents, unique, respect, trusted adult, 
difficult, pleasurable, information, consequences, thinking, 
important, left out, behaviour, forgiveness. 

🟢 Tier 1 Vocabulary​
 Like, dislike, love, hate, feelings, loved, safe, excited, frightened, worried, 
happy, sad, annoyed, bored, sleepy, calm, angry, fight, sorry, friends, die. 

🟠 Tier 2 Vocabulary​
 Prefer, positive, negative, respected, actions, choice, extremely, very, a little bit, 
consequences, mistakes, forgiveness. 

🔴 Tier 3 Vocabulary​
 God, Jesus, sin, separate, Garden of Eden, Cross, Sacrament of Reconciliation. 



 

🔴 Tier 3 Vocabulary​
 God, God's love. 

 

Life Cycles 🟢 Tier 1 Vocabulary​
 Growing, changing, baby, older, toddler, child, teenager, adult, 
elderly person, loving, kind, generous, classroom, teachers, 
classmates, friends, feelings, experiences, rules, routines, growing 
up, looking forward, move, transition. 

🟠 Tier 2 Vocabulary​
 Life cycle, responsibility, Year 1, change. 

🔴 Tier 3 Vocabulary​
 God's plan, God's love. 

 

🟢 Tier 1 Vocabulary​
 Different, similar, special, growing, changing, baby, child, teenager, adult, 
elderly person, beginning, ending, middle, birth, death, sad, grumpy, angry, 
confused, lonely, shocked, puzzled, messy, hope, grow, seasons, moving on, 
feelings, emotions. 

🟠 Tier 2 Vocabulary​
 Life cycle, lifetime, natural, grief, loss, hard to concentrate, change, expected, 
unexpected, similarities, differences, transition, manage, support. 

🔴 Tier 3 Vocabulary​
 God's plan, God's love, heaven. 

Module 2 
 
Created to 
Love Others 

Religious 
Understanding 

🟢 Tier 1 Vocabulary​
 Bible story, love, sharing, caring, being kind, please, thank you, 
helping. 

🟠 Tier 2 Vocabulary​
 Family, role model, example. 

🔴 Tier 3 Vocabulary​
 God, Jesus, God's family. 

 
 
 

🟢 Tier 1 Vocabulary​
 Naughty, mistakes, sorry. 

🟠 Tier 2 Vocabulary​
 Abandon, forgive, inheritance. 

🔴 Tier 3 Vocabulary​
 God's love, sin. 

 

Personal 
Relationships 

🟢 Tier 1 Vocabulary​
 Family, friends, others, mum, dad, sister, brother, auntie, uncle, grandad, 
teacher, cousin, gardener, police officer, post delivery person, shopkeeper, 
classmates, special people, love, care, friend, nice, kind, friendly, generous, 
fair, honest, loyal, patient, trusting, caring, respectful, unkind, hurtful, 
mean, rough, sorry, feeling, share, listen, forget. 

🟠 Tier 2 Vocabulary​
 Trust, mistakes, forgiveness, inappropriate, good friend, bad friend, 

🟢 Tier 1 Vocabulary​
 Family, mum, dad, brother, sister, grandma, grandad, friend, special, loving, listen, safe, 
behaviour, OK, not OK, nasty, mean, rude, helpful, honest, unfair, jealous, welcoming, 
selfish, fun, good listener, fair, sorry, feelings, actions. 

🟠 Tier 2 Vocabulary​
 Responsible adult, appropriate, inappropriate, teasing, bullying, generous, trust, hurt, 
mistakes, fault, blame, forgiveness, argument, responsible, steal. 

🔴 Tier 3 Vocabulary​



 

choice, courage. 

🔴 Tier 3 Vocabulary​
 Priest, God's family, Jesus, role model. 

 

 Priest, sin. 

 

Life Online 🟢 Tier 1 Vocabulary​
 Internet, computers, information, device, phone/smartphone, laptop, 
tablet, shopping, video call, YouTube, game, expensive, careful, safe, 
unsafe, happy, free. 

🟠 Tier 2 Vocabulary​
 Network, connect, trust, strength, gift, appropriate, website, advert, 
pop-up, comforting, reassuring, peaceful, protected. 

🔴 Tier 3 Vocabulary​
 Moderation, God's gift. 

 

🟢 Tier 1 Vocabulary​
 Internet, computer, laptop, tablet, phone, devices, online, offline, shopping, games, 
directions, social media, photos, email, video calls, videos, happy, sad, annoyed, scared, 
bored, calm, special person, rules, help, safe, unsafe, warm, comforted, reassured, 
peaceful, protected, free, helmet, oven gloves, seatbelt, sunscreen, hat, map, stop, look, 
listen, stabilisers, armbands. 

🟠 Tier 2 Vocabulary​
 Network, connect, information, real feelings, trust, peace, screen time, appropriate. 

🔴 Tier 3 Vocabulary​
 Instant messaging, moderation, pop-ups, website, block, report, delete, God's gift. 

 

Keeping Safe 🟢 Tier 1 Vocabulary​
 Accident, safe, unsafe, outside, inside, online, helmet, stabilisers, seat belt, 
suncream, hat, water, inflatable ring, armbands, roads, oven, radiator, 
iron, matches, knives, wet floor, bodies, minds, loving, caring, listening, 
helping, friend, rules, worried, grumpy, cross, sad, upset, poorly, sick, 
hurting, sore throat, headache, medicine, tablets, liquids, needles, feeling 
better, throat sweets, doctor, help, lollipop person, mechanic, dentist, 
builder, plumber, nurse, vet, firefighter, police officer, paramedic, police car, 
fire engine, ambulance, injury, hurt. 

🟠 Tier 2 Vocabulary​
 Washing capsule/powder, cleaning products, plug sockets, behaviour, 
acceptable, unacceptable, boundaries, special people, drugs, harm, 
emergency, serious, dangerous, unexpected, immediate, First Aid. 

🔴 Tier 3 Vocabulary​
 Privates are private, underwear rule, God's gift. 

🟢 Tier 1 Vocabulary​
 Good secret, surprise, safe, unsafe, forever, trust, guilty, body, respect, gift, feelings, 
affection, comfortable, uncomfortable, same, born, medicines, doctor, pills, smoke, 
needles, liquids, emergency, police officer, firefighter, ambulance, paramedic, injury, sick, 
pain, help, burns, cuts. 

🟠 Tier 2 Vocabulary​
 Bad secret, temporary, threat, private matter, appropriate, inappropriate, physical 
touch, positive, negative, necessary, unnecessary, permission, private parts, harmful, 
unharmful, substance, consume, pharmacy, struggling, car crash, caution, germs, twists, 
sprains. 

🔴 Tier 3 Vocabulary​
 God, PANTS rules, drugs, alcohol, cigarettes, tobacco, addictive, nicotine, bleach, fire 
brigade, vaccine, 999, RICE (Rest, Ice, Compression, Elevation). 

 

Module 3 
Created to 
Live in 
Community 

Religious 
Understanding 

🟢 Tier 1 Vocabulary​
 Care, love, family, friends, school, neighbours, villages, towns, 
cities, countries, world, action, incredible. 

🟢 Tier 1 Vocabulary​
 Love, care, neighbour, community, designed, triangle. 

🟠 Tier 2 Vocabulary​



 

🟠 Tier 2 Vocabulary​
 Others, community, image, miracle. 

🔴 Tier 3 Vocabulary​
 Holy Trinity, God, Father, Son, Holy Spirit, three in one, three 
persons, made in the image of God, Church, God's love. 

 Persons, The Good Samaritan. 

🔴 Tier 3 Vocabulary​
 Holy Trinity, God the Father, God the Son (Jesus), God the Holy Spirit, Sign of 
the Cross. 

 

Living in the Wider 
World 

🟢 Tier 1 Vocabulary​
 Love, school, family, friends, neighbours, villages, towns, cities, 
countries, people, work, jobs, money, help, others, thankful, want, 
need, coins, notes, buy, save, family, friendship, free. 

🟠 Tier 2 Vocabulary​
 Community, respect, different, unique, responsibility, charity, 
planet, creation, earn, pay, provide, strengths, gifts, talents, value, 
cost, price. 

🔴 Tier 3 Vocabulary​
 Church, God's plan, God's love 

 

🟢 Tier 1 Vocabulary​
 School, home, teacher, teaching assistant, cleaner, priest, choir, litter, 
respectful, job, work, money, boys, girls, unique, gifts, talents, needs, wants, 
spend, save, give, important, valuable, look after. 

🟠 Tier 2 Vocabulary​
 Community, consequences, responsibilities, receptionist, caretaker, 
headteacher, altar server, reader, recycling, graffiti, equality, strengths, 
satisfaction, fulfilment, exchange, value, cost, choice. 

🔴 Tier 3 Vocabulary​
 National, global, parish, created by God, God's call, vocation, God's plan, 
God's love. 

 

 Citizenship 🟢 Tier 1 Vocabulary​
 Different, fair, rule, similar, unique, vote. 

🟠 Tier 2 Vocabulary​
 Responsibility. 

🔴 Tier 3 Vocabulary​
 British Values. 

 

🟢 Tier 1 Vocabulary​
 Care, different, fair, pet, rule, 
similar, unique, vote. 

🟠 Tier 2 Vocabulary​
 Responsibility, democracy. 

🔴 Tier 3 Vocabulary​
 British Values. 

🟢 Tier 1 Vocabulary​
 Job, rule, vote. 

🟠 Tier 2 Vocabulary​
 Election, identity, environment, opinion, 
school council, volunteer. 

🔴 Tier 3 Vocabulary​
 Democracy, British Values. 

 
 

Music 

Nursery Reception 



 

Autumn Spring Summer 

Children use simple musical vocabulary such as sing, loud, quiet, fast, slow, beat, rhythm, 
instruments, listen. They begin to recognise pulse and copy simple patterns. 

🟢 Tier 1 Vocabulary​
 Music, move, dance, 
march, happy, sad, fast, 
slow, song, together. 

🟠 Tier 2 Vocabulary​
 Act, emotion, perform. 

🔴 Tier 3 Vocabulary​
 Pulse, beat. 

 

🟢 Tier 1 Vocabulary​
 Copy, clap, tap, high, 
low, sound, loud, quiet, 
dance. 

🟠 Tier 2 Vocabulary​
 Pattern, repeat, 
change. 

🔴 Tier 3 Vocabulary​
 Rhythm, pitch, 
instrument. 

 

🟢 Tier 1 Vocabulary​
 Sing, actions, create. 

🟠 Tier 2 Vocabulary​
 Compose, rehearse, perform, 
audience, accompany. 

🔴 Tier 3 Vocabulary​
 Note, melody, two-note, pulse, 
steady pulse, backing track, 
instrument. 

 

Year 1 Year 2 

Autumn Spring Summer Autumn Spring Summer 

🟢 Tier 1 Vocabulary​
 Singers, drums, keyboard, trumpets, 
perform, ukulele. 

🟠 Tier 2 Vocabulary​
 Structure, compose, improvise, 
dynamics, tempo. 

🔴 Tier 3 Vocabulary​
 Pulse, rhythm, pitch, rap, melody, 
bass guitar, decks, percussion 

 

🟢 Tier 1 Vocabulary​
 Share, audience, 
keyboard, trumpets, 
saxophones. 

🟠 Tier 2 Vocabulary​
Compose, improvise, 
perform, structure, 
dynamics, tempo. 

🔴 Tier 3 Vocabulary​
 Blues, Baroque, Latin, 
Irish Folk, Funk, 
Bhangra, pulse, rhythm, 
pitch, bass guitar, 
percussion. 

🟢 Tier 1 Vocabulary​
 Keyboard, drums, 
audience, imagination. 

🟠 Tier 2 Vocabulary​
 Improvise, compose, 
perform. 

🔴 Tier 3 Vocabulary​
 Bass guitar, pulse, 
rhythm, pitch, 
dynamics, structure, 
tempo. 

 

Revise existing. 

🟢 Tier 1 Vocabulary​
 Keyboard, drums, guitar, 
bells, audience 

🟠 Tier 2 Vocabulary​
 Improvise, compose, 
perform. 

🔴 Tier 3 Vocabulary​
 Bass, electric guitar, 
reggae, pulse, rhythm, 
pitch, melody, dynamics, 
tempo, structure, chime 
bars. 

 

🟢 Tier 1 Vocabulary​
 Keyboard, drums, 
audience, ukulele. 

🟠 Tier 2 Vocabulary​
 Improvise, compose, 
perform, question and 
answer. 

🔴 Tier 3 Vocabulary​
 Bass, electric guitar, rock, 
saxophone, trumpet, 
pulse, rhythm, pitch, 
melody, dynamics, tempo, 
structure. 

 

🟢 Tier 1 Vocabulary​
 Keyboard, drums, audience, 
ukulele. 

🟠 Tier 2 Vocabulary​
 Improvise, compose, perform. 

🔴 Tier 3 Vocabulary​
 Bass, glockenspiel, pulse, rhythm, 
pitch, melody, dynamics, tempo. 

 

Revise existing. 



 

  

 
 

        RE Vocabulary 

Year Group EYFS Year 1 Year 2 

Creation and Covenant Create    world   family    care 🟠 Tier 2 Vocabulary​
 Creation. 

🔴 Tier 3 Vocabulary​
 God, Father, Pope Francis, Laudato Si’, Our 
Father, Creed. 

 

🟠 Tier 2 Vocabulary​
 Covenant. 

🔴 Tier 3 Vocabulary​
 God, Noah, sin, psalm, sacraments, baptism, Father, Bible, 
Old Testament, New Testament. 

 

Prophecy and Promise Baby    manger     Jesus     shepherd   angel 🟢 Tier 1 Vocabulary​
 Angels. 

🟠 Tier 2 Vocabulary​
 Annunciation. 

🔴 Tier 3 Vocabulary​
 Jesus, Bible, Visitation, Hail Mary, Gloria. 

 

🟢 Tier 1 Vocabulary​
 Advent wreath. 

🟠 Tier 2 Vocabulary​
 Prophet. 

🔴 Tier 3 Vocabulary​
 Advent, Annunciation, Isaiah, John the Baptist, Magnificat, 
Zechariah. 

 

Galilee to Jerusalem Welcome   bless   gift    love    help 🟢 Tier 1 Vocabulary​
 Light. 

🟠 Tier 2 Vocabulary​
 Mission. 

🔴 Tier 3 Vocabulary​
 Presentation, Temple, Son of God, Candlemas. 

 

🟠 Tier 2 Vocabulary​
 Forgiveness. 

🔴 Tier 3 Vocabulary​
 Baptism, John the Baptist, miracle, parable, temptation, sin, 
sorrow, reconciliation. 

 



 

Desert to Garden Lent     cross     life    Good Friday    Easter 🟢 Tier 1 Vocabulary​
 Family. 

🟠 Tier 2 Vocabulary​
 Temptation. 

🔴 Tier 3 Vocabulary​
 Last Supper, Crucifixion, Resurrection, Ash 
Wednesday, Palm Sunday, Lent, Easter, Family 
Fast Day. 

 

🟠 Tier 2 Vocabulary​
 Forgiveness. 

🔴 Tier 3 Vocabulary​
 Easter Vigil, Kyrie Eleison, reconciliation, sin. 

 

To the Ends of the Earth Holy Spirit    community     church     family   🟢 Tier 1 Vocabulary​
 Church. 

🟠 Tier 2 Vocabulary​
 Glory. 

🔴 Tier 3 Vocabulary​
 Emmaus, Holy Spirit, Ascension, Pentecost, Glory 
Be, Gospel. 

 

🟢 Tier 1 Vocabulary​
 Prayer. 

🟠 Tier 2 Vocabulary​
 Fruits of the Spirit. 

🔴 Tier 3 Vocabulary​
 Holy Spirit, Ascension, Pentecost, Saul. 

 

Dialogue and 
Encounter 

friend    faith     community     tradition   
celebrate 

🟢 Tier 1 Vocabulary​
 Church, community. 

🟠 Tier 2 Vocabulary​
 Parish, sign of the cross. 

🔴 Tier 3 Vocabulary​
 Christian, Jew, Jewish, Judaism, Torah. 

 

🟢 Tier 1 Vocabulary​
 Neighbour, respect. 

🟠 Tier 2 Vocabulary​
 Samaritan. 

🔴 Tier 3 Vocabulary​
 Sabbath, Shabbat, synagogue. 

 

 
 
 

Computing 



 

Nursery Reception 

Autumn Spring Summer 

Core Device Words 
(Concrete & Visible) 

🟢 Tier 1 Vocabulary 

Computer, screen, tablet, 
button, on, off 

🟠 Tier 2 Vocabulary 

Press, tap, swipe 

🔴 Tier 3 Vocabulary 

Mouse, keyboard 

Action Words (What they 
physically do) 
 

🟢 Tier 1 Vocabulary​
 Touch, move, look, listen, 
choose, stop, start. 

🟠 Tier 2 Vocabulary​
 Drag. 

 
 

Early Digital Awareness 
Words 
 

🟢 Tier 1 Vocabulary 

photo 
picture 
camera 
video 
music 
sound 
 

🟢 Tier 1 Vocabulary​
 Computer, screen, touch, 
click. 

🟠 Tier 2 Vocabulary​
 Select, drag. 

🔴 Tier 3 Vocabulary​
 Interactive Whiteboard, 
login, username. 

 
 

🟢 Tier 1 Vocabulary​
 Game, internet, online, 
image, explore, safe, safety. 

🟠 Tier 2 Vocabulary​
 Search, information. 

🔴 Tier 3 Vocabulary​
 Busy Things, website. 

 
 

🟢 Tier 1 Vocabulary​
 Create, draw, paint, 
save, print. 

🟠 Tier 2 Vocabulary​
 Tool, technology. 

🔴 Tier 3 Vocabulary​
 Digital, device. 

 
 

Year 1 Year 2 

Autumn Spring Summer Autumn Spring Summer 

Online Safety: 

🟢 Tier 1 Vocabulary​
 Trusted adult, share. 

🟠 Tier 2 Vocabulary​
 Respectful, consent, 
secure. 

🔴 Tier 3 Vocabulary​
 Content, fake, personal 
information. 

Technology around me: 

🟢 Tier 1 Vocabulary​
 Power, machine. 

🟠 Tier 2 Vocabulary​
 Program. 

🔴 Tier 3 Vocabulary​
 Digital technology, 
algorithm, electronic. 

 

Digital Art 
🟢 Tier 1 Vocabulary​
 Pencil, brush, eraser, 
spray, colour palette. 

🟠 Tier 2 Vocabulary​
 Fill tool, shape tools. 

🔴 Tier 3 Vocabulary​
 Undo, redo. 

 
Computer Science: 

Online Safety: 

🟢 Tier 1 Vocabulary​
 Trusted adult, contact, 
permission. 

🟠 Tier 2 Vocabulary​
 Report. 

🔴 Tier 3 Vocabulary​
 Password, cyberbullying, 
online bullying. 

Technology around me: 

🟢 Tier 1 Vocabulary​
 Folder, background. 

🟠 Tier 2 Vocabulary​
 Retrieve, insert, resize, 
drag and drop, animate. 

🔴 Tier 3 Vocabulary​
 Presentation, slides. 

 

Computer Science: 

🟢 Tier 1 Vocabulary​
 Background, delete, 
value. 

🟠 Tier 2 Vocabulary​
 Test, evaluate. 

🔴 Tier 3 Vocabulary​
 ScratchJr, sprite, 
programming, 
programming area, 



 

 
Digital Literacy 

🟢 Tier 1 Vocabulary​
 Mouse, document, tool, 
space bar. 

🟠 Tier 2 Vocabulary​
 Select, retrieve, dragging, 
style, audience. 

🔴 Tier 3 Vocabulary​
 Software, shift key, 
backspace key, delete key, 
return key, font, toolbar, 
bold, italic, underline, 
undo, redo, theme. 

 

🟢 Tier 1 Vocabulary​
 Forwards, backwards, 
turn, clear, go, left, right. 

🟠 Tier 2 Vocabulary​
 Commands, template. 

🔴 Tier 3 Vocabulary​
 Sprite, algorithm, code, 
advanced mode, debug. 

 

      
 
Digital Literacy 

🟢 Tier 1 Vocabulary​
 Folder, background. 

🟠 Tier 2 Vocabulary​
 Retrieve, insert, resize, 
drag and drop, animate. 

🔴 Tier 3 Vocabulary​
 Presentation, slides. 

 

block, run, reset, 
algorithm, debug. 

 
Data Handling 

🟢 Tier 1 Vocabulary​
Data, tally, value. 

🟠 Tier 2 Vocabulary​
Chart, graph, input. 

🔴 Tier 3 Vocabulary​
Title, axis, pictogram, 
bar graph. 
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